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Louise Alston, director of the 
famous short film 

"Photocopier" has accepted 
to answer our questions:

Hello Louise Alston.  Let's 
talk about

 your short film 
"Photocopier". Why

 did you choose this story?
The writer, Stephen Vagg is my 

husband.
He has written my 2 feature 

films, "Jucy" and
 "All My Friends are Leaving 

Brisbane". He
 wrote the film because when 

we were preparing
 to make All My Friends are 

Leaving Brisbane, he
 was working in an office as a 

paralegal. Which
 means he had to do LOTS of 

photocopying for
 lawyers. I guess his 

imagination got carried
 away (laught).

What is the message?
I think the message is true 

love. you can't fight it !
strong emotions and desires 

are at the heart of any
 good story. This is a comedy - 

but I wanted to believe
 that it really was true love. I 
guess it's a tragedy because 
they can never be together 

when I showed it to my 
father he said "that was really 

sad". I think he would
 have preferred it if they got 

together! 

How was  shooting the short 
film?

It was great - we shot for one 
day in the MLC center - that

 is one of the tallest buildings in 
Sydney. It had amazing views

 of Sydney Harbour.Our 
producer arranged for us to 

film at a law firm on
 the weekend. The other day 

was one of the HOTTEST days 
ever!

We were at the recycling place 
and everyone was so hot, that 

the assistants were
 bringing blocks of ice for the 
crew to hold on their chests!

The actors were holding the ice 
in their fingers because they 

didn't want to damage
 the costumes! You can be in a 
good mood with only two days 

of shooting!
The Cinematographer was 
Nicola Daley - she recently 
shot a documentary called
 "I am a girl" about teenage 

girls in the third world - it has 
got a lot of interest recently.

Do you want to become a 
director since your 

childhood?
I loved the theatre and I loved 
movies! But I never thought it 

would be possible. I worked as 
an assistant on a film called 

"Occasional Coarse Language" 
- I thought that this is GREAT! I 

want to do this... To be a 
director, you have to direct!! 

That means you have to be a 
leader and make projects 

happen and It's very important 
to have a great team.

I learned a lot about directing 
from playing sport and being in 
a team... but also from being a 

big sister. 
I always thought I had the best 

ideas and I made my sisters 
and brother do them!

And now,  I work with my 
husband all the time - he 

recently wrote a play that I 
directed and we took it on tour. 

Do you have any feature 
projects (long film, short 

film...) ?
Yes - I am writing a new 

feature script - it is going out to 
producers next week!

Also - I have started directing 
telelvision - a show called 

Neighbours (It's on the Ten 
Network - on channel 11 with 

half a million audience in 
Australia and one million 
everyday in Britain). it's a 

Fremantle show.

"Photocopier" will be in a lot 
of festival! How many?
It had been in Melbourne 

International Film Festival, Los 
Angeles Reel Film Festival, 
Citizen Jane Film Festival in 
the USA and St Tropez!!... 

soon it will be in the Brisbane 
International Film FEstival. We 

are waiting to hear about 
others!

What is your film influence?
I love.... at the moment for the 
film I am writing.... Sean of the 
Dead and films from the early 
1980s like Patrick. But also 

The Piano and Orlando (Sally 
Potter). At the moment I am 
writing a thesis about In the 

Cut, Black Swan, Single White 
Female and Mullholland Drive.

I will always love Xanadu! 
Imagine me when I was 5 

years old (falling off my roller 
skates) dancing to this (laught).

A last word to the public that 
has seen your short film?

Thank you for watching short 
films!! It's such a privilege to 

make a short film and develop 
craft skills. It is so wonderful to 
hear that people talked about 

it!!! It is very nice to be 
interviewed about it.
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